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And More Growthl!

Lear Kinder Parents,

We the
btme of the year when
LKinder students éeyifz %

show a lof o ffowz%.
Children are wf'c'z([/zy more,

are (n

u.s‘c'/zy /more 5‘{7/521 words as
z%t‘zjy write and L'/zc/uc/[/zj
more letters in words z%gy
Z(/‘J/ b write or invent

7- /é?y are dﬁ/e Z(0
5/’05// //Zd/lj /0/50/ze/72[c WO/‘ds‘

6(/0/‘49.

d/lc/ we /0/‘46'214'6'6 eVe{‘;/ Jd‘y

Wth new words.

Our PYP Unit

W/‘Ler‘e We /4[‘6

in Place and

[ ime

Fach studen? has
a ffoa/c'/zy bank of syﬁf
words that Z%g/u can ‘read
You will
ﬂroﬁaég notice this as you
read their .,/é'ﬁf'a/y books
with them.

We are Z(dcé/c'nf
5{7 ca/zce/az{s‘ in math with

n a snap i

z(e//[/z‘y Yime, coa/zz([/zy cons,
/7201/4'/37 into rmore chal-
/e/zj[/zy addition and
a/oré[/zj with subtraction.
We will also work rmore

with eA}ore.s‘s[/Zf numbers

with ten sticks and unit

We will soon be
sfarﬁn.g a new unit of in—
quéry. We will begén to
exlo[ore and learn about
the cultures we come from

as well as 7."/16 culfures our

CUA@S‘.

/ 7l /jO/‘L‘/ we a//,/.,/
6,(;0/0/‘6 /72645‘[1/‘6/}26/121 as

with  other

we  conlinue
skills as well,

Vi you notice any
concerns or have any ques—
Yions as you work with your
child on /L'ﬁ/‘cz/y homework,
or the

units of [/zguc'/y, /o/ease lel

OZ/ /ée/‘ /é0/72611/0/‘,é,

me ,é/ZOH/.

classmafes come f\rom.

will be sen.di.n.g home more

information on this unit in

the coménj days

Ms. Lisa and Ms. Daniela's
Class

March 9, 2010

© Remember:

© March 12— no school, Tachers
Teaching Teachers Conference

© March 15— session III extracur-
ricular activities begin.

© March 20 — 50th Anniversary
Gala Dance, 8:00 p.m.

© March 26 — Easter egg hunt.

© March 29—April 2nd — no school,
spring holiday.

© April 17 — International Festival
10:00 a.m.—3:00 p.m.

© April 21 — students dismissed at
noon — professional day for
teachers.

© April 13 parent teacher confer-
ences




Unit of Inquiry

[he unit title is “Where We
Are in Place and Time:. T[he

Cen.fr'a[ Ic{ea. is ‘H‘Ldf we come
f\r‘om man‘y c[éf\f\er‘enf IO[G.C@S and

we can [ear‘n ‘L‘/un\gs f‘rom eac/l

O'L‘/'Lef‘.

c[assr'oom

It is an Ln.cluéry into
differences

and similarities of our class—

CLL[?.LUJ‘GS ,

room cultures, and exa.ménéng

m‘y own CU.[{U.I‘?,.

Writer's Works/tolo
Duréng the Unit of I ncluéry r‘egard—

ing how we all have stories to share,
we launched the Wiriter's Worés/wlo
program. Itisa wréféng program
that encourages kids to write stories
about themselves or a favorite folot',c.
Because f/ley are allowed to choose
the fo/oi,c, students are motivated to
create and comlo[ez‘e a sfor‘y that

F a.mt',[du Stories

As we delve into this new
unit of inquiry, I encourage you to
tell Your child the stories of Your
famé[‘y. In this age of fechnology,
the oral tradition of sz‘ory 'feuéng,
even in families, is fauén\g b\y the
wa\yséde. [ ake time to tell Yyour

child about his/her ancesz‘ry, the
trials and fr‘éumlo/ls of their

Some feac/ler‘ QLLGSILLOR.S are.

HOLU dO we s/ww PGSIDQCf 7(‘0f‘

Oll/lef‘ CLL[{U.PGS ?

How is Your culture different
from others?

HObU dO we kn.ow 'Hla.ll we are

different?

How is your culture similar to
others?

What are some unic(:ue,
characteristics of your culture?

How does the weather c/za.nge in
different Io[a.ces?

W/Ly s knowéng about other

CLL['L‘LLI"GS Lmloor'fa.n.l‘ 'éO U.S.?

'H'Ldll f/zey can reac{ 'fO a c[assm.a'fe. 7-/16

Whriter's Works/wlo format includes
sz‘or‘y lolannénj, teacher edi,ﬁng, and di-

rect instruction in the mechanics of
grammar. After a daé[‘y minilesson
regardéng some a.sloecf of the wr‘éﬁng
process the children have to work on

their stories. Children reauy ery'oy
Writer's Worés/tolo and fﬁey are be—

coméng 3reaf aU,'H'LOf‘S.

/or‘edecessor. Itis really a.ma.zi,ng
how quée'f and still a child mig/u.‘
sfay if You tell them a sfory. [ his
ac‘fivéfy not only reinforces a closer
bond with Your child but it enhances
vocabu[ar‘y and at the same time it
gives them a sense of where fﬁey

come fI"OITL a.n.d W/'LO Zl/le\y are.
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NMatt

T he students have now moved into more c/za[[engi,nj addition Ioroblems and we have beju.n to tell s'fory Ioroblems using sub—
traction. We have begun 5u£dcd work in subtraction before m.ovin.j into u.st',ng centers focusi,ng on subtraction. At the same time we
have been wor‘king with activities ano[ving feuénj time. All of the students are very ca.loa.ble at fe[[éng time to the hour but we are
/la.ving some minor c/ta.[len.‘ges as we work with fe,aén.‘g time to the half hour. T he benchmark for ééndergarl‘en in fe[[énj time is to tell
time to the hour so everyone is on fa.rgef.

With the /00 Days of School Celebration, the students Iora.cféce,d various conce,/)z‘s around the theme of /00. We made hats
with 'fa.lly marks and f/ley Iora.cf[.ced cou.nfi.ng by fives and tens to /00. We had /00 number charts with méssi.ng numbers to All in
and I have been assessing each child’s a.bé[i.fy to write numerals to /00. I see all of the students beéng successful in this as our math
benchmark is for students to count by Ss and /0s to at least 30 as well as count by ones to 30.

Counﬁnj money is moving along smoofh(y. T he big trick for student at this age is to be able to count a coin such as a nickel
or dime, and then “count on” as f/tey count Ioenn.ées. For exa.mlole, when counfing two nickels and four Ioen.ru'.es. a child would touch each
coin, sfar-ﬂny with the nickels and say, “Five, ten, eleven, twelve, thirteen, fourteen”.

Some other concelofs we are woréiny on in calendar time and also occa.siona[[y in small groups are: ‘7roulo£n‘7 o/g/ecfs /Jy tens
and ones and ic{enﬁfyény/ wriﬂny the corresloon.cléng numeral, odd/even, math vocabulary. idenﬂfying how much without coun.ﬂn.‘g Gsuch
as recogn.ézin.‘g 5 dots on a die as 5 without /mving to count), and esféma.fing small clua,nféﬂes of o/y'ecfs. We have also been woréiny
on [ea.r-ru'.ng réghf and left.

Some math Vocabu.[ary Your child is éear‘néng: subtraction, minus, take away, o clock, cents, nickel, dime, c{u.ar'fer‘, Ioennée,

Spelling
Our claély speuing Ioracﬂce is rnovéng a.lon.g into more c/la.uenging words. Children are [aarniny new hégh

frequency word.s every day and I encourage them to fry and sloe[[ them correcﬂ‘y [ooéing at a card with the word
written on it. For other words 'L‘/Ley are encouraged to find the different sounds that f/tey can édenﬁ@ in that par=
ticular word and write them down as f/ley hear them. Blends and déagraphs have been introduced and ah‘/wug/t
the children still e)cloem',en.ce some difficulties Ldenﬂ@énj the sounds that certain blends and c[éagralo/ls make 'Hle\y
are Ior‘ogresséng at an exloecfecl pace. Please encourage your child to write at home, this onyoéng loracféce is very

beneficial for them.

Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions or concerns regarding your child or the Kinder
Program at lbarba@cotopaxi.ki1Z.ec

Sincerely,

Lisa Barba
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